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Draw Your own Elizabethan Beard
Use this blank face to draw your own Elizabethan Beard. 
Print this page and make copies to try out several styles. 
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Watch a production of one of Shakespeare's plays that mentions beards. 
Use these prompts to practice writing a review. 

www.cassidycash.com/ep27 | www.cassidycash.com/ep147



www.cassidycash.com/ep27 | www.cassidycash.com/ep147

Using the quotes from Shakespeare's plays provided in this book, along with your own research (and the
podcast!) write a short essay on beard styles for men in the 16-17th century. What beard styles were popular
and what do the quotes from Shakespeare's plays reveal to us about the perspective on beards for men (&

women!)  during Shakespeare's lifetime?
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Write the character and the line on a white board or chalkboard. 
Print (or write) the character names and beard styles on paper & cut into strips, folded in half. 
Create a photo-booth style prop for each beard style (Use fake beards from a costume box if you have it!)
Color/print/cut/paste works fine. 
On your turn, draw a character and a beard style. Read the line provided in character based on the beard style you
drew from the bucket. Reuse the characters but discard the beard style after it had been performed. 

In A Midsummer Night's Dream, we see Bottom searching for just the right costume and one major hurdle for him
is what kind of beard the character should wear. Let's see if a beard makes a difference. Use the characters,
beards, and lines provided to take turns with your friends or fellow classmates acting out the lines of the
character, changing only the beard styles. Does the beard make a difference?

Hint: Remember that some beard styles, like a long white beard, indicated great age. So if you pick the white beard
you'll need to make your character an old person for the scene you act out. There are similar connections for the other
beard styles as well. Use the beard explanations in this guide to help you.

How to do this activity: 
1.
2.
3.

4.

Optional add-on: Let the students create a list of famous Shakespeare characters and give them bizarre beard. Like
King Lear with a green pencil mustache or Macbeth with a yellow beard (played like a coward). Invite students to discuss
how the impression they get from the line changes as the beard style is altered by each performance. 

Long white beard

Orange Pencil Beard

Black Van Dyke 

Purple Chin Curtain

Yellow Handle Bar Mustache

Brown Full Beard

Red Goat

Green handle bar and chin puff

Yellow Swallow Tail

Blue Chinstrap

Does a beard make a difference?

Our revels now are ended. These our actors,As I
foretold you, were all spirits andAre melted into air, into

thin air.And, like the baseless fabric of this vision,The
cloud-capped towers, the gorgeous palaces,The solemn
temples, the great globe itself—Yea, all which it inherit—

shall dissolveAnd, like this insubstantial pageant
faded,Leave not a rack behind. We are such stuffAs

dreams are made on, and our little lifeIs rounded with a
sleep. 

(Propsero, The Tempest, IV.1)

Richard III

Prospero

Romeo

King Lear

CHARACTER BEARD STYLE LINE TO SPEAK

And thus I clothe my naked villany With old odd ends
stolen out of holy writ; And seem a saint, when most I

play the devil. 
(Richard, Richard III, I.3)

But soft, what light through yonder window breaks?It is
the east, and Juliet is the sun. 
(Romeo, Romeo and Juliet II.2)

I am a man More sinned against than sinning.
(Lear, King Lear,  III.2)
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Word Bank
Handle Bar Mustache
Chinstrap
Goatee

Swallow Tail
Pencil Beard
Full Beard

Stiletto Beard
Chin Puff

Cadiz Beard
Van Dyke

Find the famous 16-17th century beard styles in this word search. Words are
hidden forwards, backwards, and diagonally. 
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